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Sir: 

RESPONSE 
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This is responsive to the second Election/Restriction Requirement mailed 
February 11, 2002 (Paper No. 9), the date of response to which is March 11, 2002. 

Applicant elects with traverse the invention of Group III directed to claims 6-18. 

The traversal mailed January 14, 2002 with respect to the previous restriction 
requirement is herein incorporated by reference. It is noted that the Examiner contacted 
applicant's undersigned representative on January 29, 2002, requesting an oral election. 
However, applicant was unable to provide an oral election, because the Examiner was 
unable to set out any rational basis for restricting the claims. Applicant pointed out that 
independent claim 1 was duplicated in its entirety in newly written claim 6, but with an 
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added limitation. Thus, claim 6 is similar to independent claim 1 with a dependent claim 
written in independent form. 

Further discussions with the Examiner's supervisor, SPE Rada, did not clarify the 
basis for Examiner Tawfik's restriction requirement, and thus the basis for the restriction 
requirement is respectfully traversed. However, notwithstanding the restriction 
requirement, applicant elects claims 6-18 drawn to the method for vacuum packaging. 
Applicant also suggests that claim 1 is generic to the method represented in claims 6-18, 
and therefore claim 1 should be included as generic to Groups I and III. Inclusion of 
independent claim 1 is also respectfully requested. 

Having responded to all objections and rejections set forth in die outstanding 
Official Action, applicant elects the invention of Group III and specifically claims 6-18 
with traverse in the above-identified application. Should the Examiner be of the opinion 
that a brief telephone or personal interview will facilitate allowance of these claims, he is 
respectfully requested to contact applicant's undersigned representative. 
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1 100 North Glebe Road, 8th Floor 
Adington, VA 22201-4714 
Telephone: (703) 816-4000 
Facsimile: (703)816-4100 



Respectfully submitted. 



NIXON & VANDERHYE P.C. 




Stariley C. Spooner 
Reg. No. 27,393 
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